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Below is a communication regarding PA One Call Systems, Inc.  This 
information is important and something that needs addressed in a     
timely manner.  A list of sta�  liaisons by region is provided at the end      
of the article that can assist you with questions or concerns.        
Remember any usage of power equipment of any kind needs to be 
called into PA One Call Systems, Inc., for safety practices.
                                                  - Dan Messett, President

Certain Propane Lines and Dealers Now Covered By PA ONE CALL 
8-1-1 

Kathy Speaker MacNett, Esq., Partner
Skarlatos & Zonarich LLP 

Effective March 29, 2007, the PA ONE CALL Act covered certain propane 
lines. This change was part of Act 181 (2006), the legislation which extended 
the life of the PA ONE CALL system. Had the new law not passed, the PA 
ONE CALL system would have expired. PA ONE CALL proponents 
emphasized the need for continuation of the system for safety reasons in the 
Commonwealth, and the General Assembly and the Governor concurred. 
As you probably already know, under PA ONE CALL persons who use 
powered equipment or explosives in the movement of earth, rock or other 
material must contact PA ONE CALL in advance of digging. With limited 
exceptions, this includes anchoring, auguring, backfi lling, blasting, boring, 
digging, ditching, drilling, driving, in-grading, plowing-in, pulling-in, ripping, 
scraping, trenching or tunneling. Person includes individuals, partnerships and 
corporations, which covers individuals and companies. 

HOW TO CONTACT PA ONE CALL: 

         

 continued on page 5

   
Don’t miss HOMExpo ‘08 pictures - 

   page 15
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   Welcome
            New PaPGA Member:
 
 Associate

  Ed Heaney
  Premier Utility Services, LLC
  2 Access Road
  Patchogue, NY 11772
   800-262-8600
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      President’s Message:

Greetings Fellow Members,

First, let me “thank” Jim Ressler and Shelby for organizing another productive and valuable Spring meeting for our 
members last month in Carlisle!!  The speakers reviewed topics important to us and the extended question and answer 
periods after each presentation indicated those that attended found the topics timely and pertinent.  If you were unable 
to attend contact Shelby for materials that were distributed.

Speaking of great meetings…we have another one planned for our 61st Annual Meeting.  We will gather at the beautiful 
Seven Springs Resort/Conference Center in Seven Springs, Pa near Somerset.  The dates are June 25th – 26th – 
27th…Norm Cupples and Terry Brazill are planning another great golf outing for Wednesday morning…more info will 
be coming your way soon…we have a “Welcome Bar-B-Que” planned for that night and by popular demand “X-
Factor” will once again provide easy listening music.  Thursday we will have Tom Goodwin back again for a more in 
depth “edition 2” of his training for handling the media during crisis situations - if you missed the fi rst installment - 
DON’T WORRY - Tom will quickly review and  present expanded material.  PERC and NPGA “folks” will be on hand 
to update us on thosse matters.  We will have our formal dinner Thursday evening after we enjoy a reception hosted by 
our sponsors.  We have special dinner music planned that will help make the evening that much more enjoyable!!  
Friday we will conduct our Board meeting and encourage all of you to attend and participate, the election of Offi cers 
will be announced and we will review many items of interest.  More information will be on its way!  Norm, Terry, the 
supplier members/sponsors and especially Shelby have already logged many hours of preparation for this event and they 
have my deep appreciation!!

By the time you get this two very important matters will either have passed or be emminent.  First, please respond (if 
you have not) to the API report.  This is vital to Pennsylvania getting our appropriate share of PERC dollars.  We have 
improved greatly the last few years with our participation - so if you have “thanks” and if not SEND IT IN QUICK 
there is usually a little “wiggle room” with the deadline!!  Secondly, I hope many of you have supported Propane Days in 
Washington, DC.  We have stressed the importance of attending and the board has decided to reimburse the early bird 
registration fee to those members who attend.  Jim Ressler and other board members will report on Propane Days 
during the board meeting.

Related to Propane Days is the use of our PAC dollars and the easy way the PAC/Membership Committee and Shelby 
have established using those funds locally with legislators.   During the spring meeting we heard real success stories of 
our members establishing and/or  strengthening relationships with local elected offi cials. Look on page 13 for the 
guidelines in requesting a PAC check.

Many members are active with committee work for your benefi t - during the annual meeting you will be informed of their 
efforts. I encourage all of you to be active when called upon by a committee or board member to help.  Your ideas, 
thoughts and experience related to our industry is the strength of PaPGA!!

Thus, you can see your association is busy on your behalf and I encourage you to attend the annual meeting to be part 
of the fellowship we share and to ensure continued success of PaPGA!!

ONE LAST NOTE:  This will be the last newsletter communication I send as President of PaPGA.  I want to 
take this opportunity to “thank” all of the members, committees, board members, executive committee, the 
staff at Wanner Associates and Shelby for the support, guidance and friendship extended to me.  It truly was 
my privilege to serve you and PaPGA, I gained far more than I gave and I can never say “thanks” enough!!  
One last thought I will share, Picasso once said…”Action is the foundational key to success..”…..with that, I 
challenge all of you to stay INVOLVED in YOUR PaPGA!!  
         Dan Messett, President



'2008 CHS Inc. � Cenexfi is a brand of CHS

TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF PRICE VOLATILITY, YOU NEED MORE THAN JUST A 
SUPPLIER, YOU NEED A PARTNER. We�re not going to sugarcoat it, propane is a 
tough business. Market pressures continue to impact the industry. Which is why CHS 
strives to add value to your operation by providing you with the tools you need to be 
successful.  Like our Propane Control RoomTM, which offers risk management options 
like LookBack and features MySmartDropsTM, the industry�s leading routing software. 
And, at higher levels of program participation, your company can harness the power 
of the Cenexfi brand to promote your propane. For more information about how CHS 
can help your business, call 1-800-547-3835 or visit chsinc.com.

40748_A_PropaneAd_BW_vend.indd   1 2/29/08   2:25:01 PM
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(continued from page 1) 
IMPORTANT MEMBER BENEFIT: PaPGA PAYS INVOICES 

 Normally, there is a charge for contacting PA ONE CALL. PaPGA members, however, receive a break because 
members can simply forward the original invoice to PaPGA for payment. Don’t forget to keep a copy for your own 
records. 
    AFTER YOU CONTACT PA ONE CALL 
 PA ONE CALL then sends out a locate request to facility owners to locate lines in the affected area to assure 
that underground utility and other lines will not be disrupted. “Facility owners” are required to register under the PA ONE 
CALL system, and provide information upon request to PA ONE CALL about the location of lines. Failure to register or 
digging without pre-approval triggers fi nes and the possibility of imprisonment. The law can be enforced by the Attorney 
General of Pennsylvania, any district attorney within Pennsylvania and the Department of Labor and Industry. In years 
past, enforcement has been handled only by the Department of Labor and Industry. The new law also specifi cally 
preserves the right for injured parties to utilize other legal remedies in addition to this act.
    PaPGA’s SUCCESSFUL LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS 
 The PaPGA initially sought a very broad exemption from the new law for any propane lines, which were not 
subject to the Federal Pipeline Safety Act. PaPGA, after discussion with representatives of PA ONE CALL, successfully 
limited the defi nition of “facility owner” to exempt certain locations in which propane lines serviced a single property. (See 
sub (1) and sub (2) below.) Specifi cally, the amended defi nition of facility owner now provides: “Facility owner” means 
the public utility or agency, political subdivision, municipality, authority, rural electric cooperative or other person or entity 
who or which owns or operates a line. The term does not include the Department of Transportation within a State 
highway right-of-way.  The term does not include any of the following: 
 (1) A person serving the person’s own property through the person’s own line if the person does not provide 
service to any other customer and (2) A person using a line which the person does not own or operate if the use of the line 
does not serve more than a single property. (Emphasis added). Remember that person, as used in this new act, is defi ned 
under the new act to include not only individuals, but also companies. 

PaPGA’s INTERPRETATION 
 The new defi nition of “facility owner” clearly exempts owners and renters of single properties from compliance 
with PA ONE CALL. PaPGA also believes that it exempts propane distributors from the new act’s defi nition of “facility 
owner” IF the distribution does not own or operate the line, AND the line serves only a single property. Propane dealers 
servicing multiple real estate properties from a single tank are now covered under PA ONE CALL. 
 Other possible interpretations would exempt additional propane dealers from the PA ONE CALL Act. However, 
there are no authoritative explanations of the new “facility owners” language at this time, and it may take years before 
explanatory regulations and court interpretations develop. PaPGA will remain alert for opportunities to further clarify the 
application of the PA ONE CALL Act to the propane industry. 

Liaison Representatives:
Northwest   Kirk Kirkpatrick 814-563-7686   Kpkirkpatrick@pa1call.org
Central  Kevin Goldblum 717-731-1181   Ksgoldblum@pa1call.org
Northeast  Mark Santayana  570-696-5270  Mcsantayana@pa1call.org
Southwest  Steve Tatrai   412-464-7113    Sptatrai@pa1call.org
Southeast  Greg Krawchuk 610-532-4126  Gjkrawchuk@pa1call.org
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    Legislative Update:
Welcome to spring!  Just a reminder that PAPGA is refunding the $59 registration fee for “Propane Days” June 9-11.  
This is a must attend event for anyone who is interested in seeing how our government really works.   Please contact 
Shelby Metzger at the PAPGA offi ce for details.  

Some of the agenda items for Propane Days are:

§ Extending existing tax credits for propane motor fuel.
§ Offering propane as an alternative fuel. 
§ Working to extend hydrostatic testing of bobtails to 10 years. 
§ Seeking an increase in the defi nition of a small business.
§ Seeking an exemption from the Department of Homeland Security.
§ Working for a reasonable and effective government energy policy.

As we were all made aware at the last meeting, Act 61 draft  regulations have been received from the department of 
Labor and Industry.  Now is your opportunity to review the proposed regulations and have input into the actual 
implementation of the regulations.  

Again remember to register for Propane Days, just hearing Keynote Speaker, Tucker Carlson, will be worth the time 
and cost, plus all of the other benefi ts.     
 See you in Washington, 
  Jim Ressler  

 

Thinking About Your Future —  
        including Selling Your Business?  

                       ....Liberty is the Solution. 

 
 
 

 
    

Kent Misemer 
President/CEO 

kmisemer@libertypropane.net 
Ext. 106 

 

Steve Dykeman  
VP Business Development 

sdykeman@libertypropane.net 
Ext. 124 

David Cunningham 
Director of Acquisitions 

dcunningham@libertypropane.net 
Ext. 107 

 

10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 201  
Overland Park, KS 66211 

 ((913) 648-1588   
 www.libertyenergypartners.com 

“Once our family decided to sell Holidaygas, Liberty Propane took the 
time to guide us through the process and procedures of selling our   
business. Liberty did what they said they would do in a straightforward 
manner that put our minds at ease.” 

Jeff Smith 
Past President, PA Propane Gas Assoc.  
Former Owner, Holidaygas 
Jacobus, PA 

 

 The Propane Partner of Choice 
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  Education and Training Report:
 Our classes for the summer of 2008 are going well with a total sign-up so far of 208 registrations. We 
had to cancel the Combined Delivery Class that was scheduled for Bensalem  May 14.  Threre were only  3 
students that registered for the class. So far registration for the other classes is going well. 

 We have had several inquires for funding for Propane Emergencies Training and we continue to work 
through funding those requests. There are available funds for Propane Emergencies Training, please con-
tact Shelby for the forms to apply for funding. 

 As many of you may know my wife Kathy and I lost our 18 year old son, Tyler, unexpectedly in 
April, from an aneurism on his aorta. We are absolutely overwhelmed by the out pouring of support so many 
of you have given. We appreciate and are indebted to all of you that traveled to Hooversville to provide your 
consolation and comfort. It is impossible for me to tell you how much that meant to us. Thank you for all the 
cards, letters, fl owers, memorial gifts, and most importantly your prayers. We ask that you continue to keep 
us in your prayers for some time, as I’m sure you never get over this, you can only continue to work your way 
through it.  Love’em and hug’em everyday, even when they’re older, I’m glad I did. 
       Sincerely,

       Jeff Shaffer

www.gasequipment.com

Houston TX
(800) 334-7816

Kansas City MO
(800) 821-5062

Little Rock AR
(800) 643-8222

Dallas TX
(800) 821-1829

St. Louis MO
(800) 423-4685

Richmond VA
(800) 368-4013

Fayetteville NC
(800) 447-1625

Orlando FL
(800) 821-0631

Indianapolis IN
(800) 241-1971

Atlanta GA
(800) 241-4155

Mike Fisher Steve Barton

The System is
the Solution

Why have so many contractors, builders, developers and engineers switched
to Gastite corrugate stainless steel tubing? Because a Gastite system installs
in a third to half the time of rigid black-iron pipe. The results? Lower labor

costs, higher profits and sharply improved productivity.

The System is
the Solution

Call about Product Certification, Pricing and Product Availability

No matter how large or
complicated the project,

Gastite Flexible Gas Piping
can handle the job.

Going from Tank to Home
Has Never Been So Easy...

Going from Tank to Home
Has Never Been So Easy...

PERFECTION Polyethylene
Gas Distribution Products
Innovative products designed to

make your job easier.
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      Are you registered?  
  

PaPGA Annual Meeting

June 25 - 27, 2008
 
 Seven Springs Mountain Resort
 777 Waterwheel Drive
 Champion, PA 15622
 814-352-7777 or 800-452-2223
 
 For more infomation and to register - 

 www.papropane.com
       
              
       Hope to see you there!

Diversified Energy Construction has
strived to build a reputation for high customer
satisfaction and the highest quality work-
manship. We offer a wide range of propane
services, construction, maintenance, etc. Our
construction division can help you with your
project from the design table to loading your
first delivery truck. We can install a com-
mercial propane air mixer system at your
industrial plant or build a propane underground
supply system for your residential development
project. Repairing and upgrading existing
systems is an important part of our business,
and we welcome the challenges it offers. Safe
and efficient propane systems are this
company•s highest goal.

Mount Joy, PA  17522
1-800-888-7515

955 W. Main St., Suite One 

SKARLATOS & ZONARICH  
LLP 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

17 SOUTH SECOND STREET, 6th Floor 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA  17101-2039 

(717) 233-1000 
Telefax (717) 233-6740 

www.skarlatoszonarich.com 
 

 

Serving PAPGA and Its Members 
 

 

Kathy Speaker MacNett, Esquire 
ksm@skarlatoszonarich.com 

 
Gregory S. Chelap, Esquire 

gsc@skarlatoszonarich.com 

 

Exit Planning 
 

General Corporate Law 
 

Governmental Relations 
 

Labor/Employment Law 
(Management Side) 

 

Litigation 
 

Real Estate 
(Commercial & Residential) 

 

Wills, Estates & Elder Law  
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NPGA Liability Insurance Survey
Marketers Please Respond by June 25, 2008

Over the last year and a half, our Member Services Committee has investigated the benefi ts and feasibility of establishing an 
association-endorsed commercial insurance program. After reviewing the pros and cons of such a venture, the NPGA Executive 
Committee ratifi ed their recommendation to work with the Lockton Companies in order to explore this concept. 

In order to move this process forward, NPGA and Lockton need your help. Potential new insurance markets will only be uncovered if 
we can collect and provide to them some of the raw historical data which insurers use to formulate their rates. This includes past 
premiums paid, claims incurred, and relevant exposure data such as payroll levels, gallons sold, etc. 

Our marketers participation in this survey is critical to the success of this industry initiative. We are asking our marketer members to 
respond to the survey by June 25, 2008.

All information is to be returned directly to NPGA. NPGA would retain the information and send a copy to Lockton who has pledged 
to maintain its’ confi dentiality. The collected data will be aggregated for analysis and carrier negotiation purposes only.  Please 
forward all inquiries to Member Services 202-355-1331
     
      2008 LIHEAP Meetings

Meeting Location:  Health and Welfare Building, 7th & Forster Streets, Room 327, Harrisburg, PA. 
Meeting Time: 10:00 a.m.
Dates:   Wednesday, August 6th & Wednesday, November 5th

F U L L - L I N E  D I S T R I B U T O R  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O P A N E  E Q U I P M E N T

Tarantin Tradition of Excellence
� Family owned and operated for 25 years
� Full-line Propane Distributor
� Order online at www.tarantin.net
� Same day shipping of in-stock items
� Monthly training schools
� Technical Department over 30 years �eld experience

specializing in plant upgrades
� Customer Service Team available from 7am to 6pm

Full Stocking Warehouse:
415 Railroad Avenue
Camp Hill, PA 17011
888-972-6323

Other Full Stocking Warehouse Locations:
� Freehold, NJ � Brentwood, NH 
� Richmond, VA � Hastings, FL 
� Coral Springs, FL
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PA One Call System, Inc. -  Safety Days                                 

                    
Thursday, June 19, 2008     Harrisburg Area Community College      Harrisburg

PA Safety Day is a no-cost high quality way for you to learn about safety.  One of the greatest things about the event is the    
presentations and demonstrations. You’ll meet people and observe “get-your-boots-dirty” demonstrations like trench box 
installation, soil samplings, soft excavation, ground penetrating radar, locating exercises and trench  rescue.And guess what???  
You’ll be able to bring back the materials to show your co-workers.  Better yet, invite them to join you.

The best part of the day?  When you get to pick and choose what you want to do!  You can meet and exchange infomation with the   
dozens of exhibitors or attend a demonstration or participate in an equipment rodeo or participate in an industry-related presentation.

    To register go to: www.PaOneCall.org  (click on purple events button)

Political Action Committee Guidelines to Request PAC Fund:
1. Must be a PaPGA member in good standing.

2. Only one request per district per year.

3. Must provide PaPGA with the name, company and date of who attended/visited the Representative and the reason.
 [ breakfast, lunch, etc].

4. Executive Director may authorize up to a $250 donation. Larger donations can be requested but will have to be voted 
on for approval. PAC balance should not  fall below $5000.

If you are planning to attend a function in your Represenative’s area, we as an association would encourage you to also 
bring along a donation from the PaPGA PAC.   Please call Shelby if  you would like to request dollars or if you have any 
questions.   

800.537.7518

Next Generation of Filler Valves

Up to 55% more ”ow
To achieve maximum product ”ow, all shutoff valves 

must be MEC Globe or Angle Valves

Flo-Max LE
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Once again, the Propane Industry in Pennsylvania was well represented at HOMExpo ’08 in Hershey in March.  The PA 
Propane Foundation once again co-sponsored HOMExpo which is the nation’s largest and most attended show for the 
Manufactured Housing Industry.   This is an excellent venue to demonstrate the versatility and ability of propane for that 
market.  Our “cousins” at Suburban Propane again provided all the fuel for the show and demonstrated our capabilities 
very professionally! – “thanks” to all the Suburban personnel that assisted in this event.  Of the 51 homes on display - 
ALL 51 homes had propane service for the show.  Our exhibit booth provided us many opportunities to interact with key 
manufactured housing industry people.  Special “thanks” to our offi cers, board members and members that helped at the 
booth during the show.  As always, the real benefi t of this effort is your individual relationships developed at the local level 
with the retailers.  Call Shelby or me if you need materials or premium items for local events you may be involved with.

Also pertaining to manufactured housing, we continue to advertise in the monthly newsletter of the PA Manufactured 
Housing Association, have a full page color ad in their annual membership directory and we will be sponsoring the 5-State 
Manufactured Housing meeting being held in Gettysburg this fall.  We will keep you posted as to help with that event as it 
draws near.

With the construction industry, we continue to have a full page color PERC ad in the Keystone Builder magazine.  Again, 
local membership …no - ACTIVE local membership in the county builders association is the key to winning business from 
these folks.  Shelby has materials and items for your use if you attend and are involved in one of these local events.

We continue to work with the RV industry, we support their technical training program at North Hampton Community 
College near Allentown and will have a booth at their PA show this fall.  The show dates are September 8th – 9th, for 
trade business.  We have been given a gratis booth and will be asking for volunteers to help at the booth.  We will also be 
sponsoring industry speakers during the trade day’s portion of the show.  This show IS the largest one in the United States 
and we are pleased to be part of it again this year.

Our very successful radio programs continue via RadioPA/Top Flight Media and with the Penn State Football network.

Up there in Happy Valley we had radio spots and a full page ad in the program book for the annual Blue & White Game…
another record breaking crowd attended numbering well over 70,000….I REALLY DON’T UNDERSTAND THAT, I 
THOUGHT EVERYONE IN THE NATION ONLY CARED ABOUT THE NOTRE DAME SPRING GAME!!! We will 
have radio spots during the fi rst four games of the year and the “JoePa” radio call-in show the fi rst four weeks of the season.  
Again, all ads are PERC format for consistency.   New this year is we will have “fl ash spots” of our logo on the newly 
installed LED board that encircles the inside of Beaver Stadium. There are over 60 channels in this network and truly benefi ts 
propane marketers in Pennsylvania.

Our program with Radio PA/Top Flight Media we will have a combined program this year again.  Our “feature” program 
will be repeated with evening news—weather—traffi c—or combination of being sponsored by the PA Propane Foundation 
at specifi ed times with a promo introduction.  The feature (news, traffi c, etc) - 30 second PERC ad format - then a sign off 
message.  We also have 10 second promo’s during the day and logo spots with links to www.usepropane.com on the radio 
station’s website trailer during the entire run of the program, which will begin in mid-August and run through late September. 
This program will air on 9 major stations with mixed formats in the Erie, Harrisburg, Johnstown-Altoona, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Wilkes Barre-Scranton areas that have large coverage areas.  The air times will be fi xed and as always call 
Shelby or me for listings.  We will also have our “normal” or 7th annual state-wide RadioPA program on over 60 stations in 
their network.  The timing is also mid-August thru late September and we will rotate 30 and 60 second ads (PERC format) 
over these stations.  Ernie Stepoulos with RadioPA is ready to assist any member that wishes to “tag on” to our programs 
with individual company ad programs - just give him a call.

We are excited about our new effort with NASCAR racing at Pocono Raceway.  Our website address and Propane 
Exceptional Energy logo is displayed on the main leaderboard in front of the grandstands for the 2008 racing season.  We 
will be offering 2 for 1 promotion coupons for members to give to their customers or staff to attend time trials (pole day) 
on Friday, August 1st for the PA 500 NASCAR Sprint Cup race.   We have unlimited 2 for 1 coupons to use which is a great 
way to thank your customers or staff.  On Sunday, August 3rd - the main race day of the PA 500 - Three 30 second ads will be 
played on the large jumbo tron boards at each end of the raceway on the grandstand side.  More information will be coming 
to you soon about this effort….so get your sun glasses on, your ear plugs out and plan to attend the festivities!!!

Marketing Report:



That’s the “quick” run-down of what the marketing committee has planned for 2008.  We are hearing of more and more 
success stories from members involved in local efforts that utilize the marketing formats we follow with the Foundation.  
Please let us know if we can help you in anyway and inform us of when you have an event that works so we can share it 
with other members!!

Have a great summer and remember….YOU CAN EITHER COMPLAIN THAT ROSE BUSHES HAVE THORNS…
OR, REJOICE THAT THORN BUSHES HAVE ROSES!!!
  
        Dan Messett,Marketing Chairperson
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